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Dear lo-.8ers,

The attached rePort dives a tew of the more salient features of
the Past 4982-83 season. Our continued user 9rowth has some
interesting features. The droP in call rate at 09den and Provoe is
strande. It may be the result of less oadvertising in the area, of
local economic conditions, or less interest in what might be Per-
ceived by the locals as a forecast with not enoush leocal info.

It would take serious effort to uncover the answear and certainly
would be worth it do a surver to find out.

This summary is intended to be inserted in the UAFC report Put out
last year and follows roughly the same orSanization.

Sincerely,

.Duain Bowles

Qz&&a@m_/g%luééa//

Barry HMathias

WMollowio



3.3 Summary 1982-83

An early season snowfall throudhout the redgion resulted
in formation of temPerature 9radient snow and a lower taver
instability which, for the LoY9on area, Persisted throughout
the season. Houwever, for the areas to the south snowfall
amounts were higher thot normal with the southern areas, by
seasons end, receiving twice the total snowfall as the extreme
north. & continuous even snowfall stoPPed develoPment of
further lower Pack instabilitr. Avalanche activity for the
season was 9enerally storm related: of direct action nature,
and was tryPically due to failure in new soft slabs or wind
slabs. The normal sPring warm uP was delared by cool cloudr
weather and resulted in the develoPment of o strong dense
snowPack with little of the usual wet sPringtime avalanche
activity. A tate sPring storm resulted (n a brief Period of
increased avalanche hazard on Fay 44.

Mountain weather observations were continued on a daily
basis through direct and recorded Phone calls. APProximotely
3600 calls were handled with 24,000 individual observations
recorded. In addition information from 95 snow Pils was rec—
orded and used in PreParation of the daily forecasts.

The forecast center PrePared 4900 forecasts which were
loaded into automatic answering machines in Lodgan, 09den, Salt
Lake City, and Prove at 730 AM and S00 PM. A direct broadcast
0of the forecast was made over KPCW in Park Citr. Ten avalanche
warnings were issued through the Noational Weather Services
western looP to the media and NOAA weather radio. A summary of

the warnings follouws:

Group Harning Date Hazard/Day
4 Nov 19 High 4
2 Nov 30-Dec S High 4, Ext 2
3 Dec 44 High 4
4 Dec 23-24 High 4, Ext 4
S Jan 28-30 High 3
é Feb 7-9 High 3
7 Mar 4 High 4
8 Mar 23-27 High 4, Ext 4
? arr 3-4 High 4, Ext 4
10 May 44 High 4
Total High 20, Ext &



Calls for avalanche and mountoin weather to the Public
answearing Phones totaled 53,345 calls for the season. This
rePresents a totatl call increase of 28X for the forecast area.
The Salt Lake Citry Phones had a call increase of 35X while
the Provoe and O09den Phones showed a decreae of 48%Z and 34X
recpectively. The total call droP in O9den and Provo mar be
due to less advertising of the Phone numbers in the two areas.
A maximum call rate of 748 calls Per day on Salt Lake Public
Phone was recorded during a warning Period on March 24.

& summary of information calls follows:

Salt Lake City Public Phone Catlis Total Calls
Nowv 27414
Dec 6804
Jan 75414
Feb 77314
Far 2944
apr 5339
May 2 345
40, 355
Salt Lake Observer Phone 4357 44,742
Ogden Public Phone 3671
Provoe Public Phone 3042
lLogan Pubtic Phone 1890 $3.,3145

No avalanche deaths ere repPorted this rear despite many
backcountry accidents. Fifteen accidents were recorded invoelving
burials. There were undoubtably many more unrePorted accidents.
In several coases the victims were located through PromPt and
efficent use of locator beacons. While tuck helpPed, 9eneral Sood
search Procedure and on site rescue 9ear was a major factor in
Preventing any avalanche deaths. This may be due, in some Part,
to the excellent Public safety courses offered by the touring
centers and ski areas and to an increased safety awarness on the
part of the Public. Forecast center Personnel have fully suPPort-
ed backcountry safety courses by delivering aPProximately 35
safety talks, and including as Part of the daily forecast, safety
tiPs on equiPment, touring Practice, and route finding. We think
these efforts may be reflected in some of the rescue success.



Efforts have been made to imProve communicotions between
the ski areas and the forecastors at the Notional Weather Service.
Training sessions before and during the season have been used
to orient atl concerned with the forecasting Procedures and
schedules. This need to constantly (mProve lines of communication
has lead to establishment of two remote Phone—accessible weather
sratems at Alta and Snowbird. The remote stations were extensively
used by the forecasting Personnel at the Ueather Service and the
ski areas. :

Demonstrations of centralized comPuters for information
transfer and data Processing were made on o srstem loaned by SPerry.
This system was donated br SPerry for develoPing user inPut Pro-
9rams to the SPerry Univac-comPuter DAPS system. System files
caPable of receiving raw meterological and snow Pack data were
Programed and demonstrated to ski area Personnel. The intention is
to Promote remote dota terminals at the ski areas with the
caPability of both receiving information and transmiting local
data to the Weather Service.



